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 From our Pastor  

 

    When I was in high school, a lady at my church gave me some copies of a magazine 

called Sacred Music.  I was so struck by some articles on liturgy and music written by Father 

Robert Skeris that I based my decision to go to Christendom College for my undergradu-

ate education in part to study under him.  As an expert at Vatican II and once rector of the 
Pontifical Institute for Sacred Music in Rome, he remains the most gifted teacher I have ev-

er had in my life.  Father Skeris was a demanding man: we spent hours a week in chant 

scholas and choirs where he gave a bunch of college kids in Front Royal the tools to per-

form and teach Gregorian chant and sacred polyphony.  But he also was a profound theo-

logian, and we were raised to a very high bar where we were expected to be precise, real 

and accurate.  He was the kind of teacher that you wanted to please, and at whose feet 

you knew you could gain so much. 
 

In those days, what is now called the Extraordinary Form was not permitted in many dioceses, and the Latin 

Mass was considered the preserve of some nostalgics and fringe groups.  Fr Skeris taught us that the 

Churchõs patrimony of sacred music and a liturgy animated, not by experimentation but by a rich theology of 

Christian life and worship, was the true expression of our Ordinary Form of the Mass after Vatican II.  From 

him, I learned what it meant to be true to the tradition in both theology and liturgy, but also be open to all 

of the gifts of the Council.  Pope Benedict XVI would describe it in 2005 as the òhermeneutic of continuityó: 

there is no rupture, but continuity in the Churchõs life before and after Vatican II. From Fr Skeris I learned 

to appreciate the theology that is behind the Mass, and why the correct and beautiful execution of sacred 

rites and ceremonies is so important.  It is not an exercise in antiquarianism, but a living tradition by which 

the faith is communicated whole and entire.   
 

A few months ago, I had the great grace to be a keynote speaker in New York at a conference on the litur-

gical formation of children alongside my old mentor, who preached at my First Mass.  He is still at 90 going 

strong, teaching at Catholic University of America and living his priesthood by teaching the faith to all who 

share his love of Catholic faith, doctrine and worship.   
 

In the past few weeks, I have shared with you the stories of some of the amazing priests who have formed 

me as a man of the Church and as a priest of Jesus Christ.  There are many more.  I know many of you have 

had priests who have touched your lives in positive ways.  We should tell their stories more, and pray for 

them, both the living and the dead.   
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 Prince of Peace Community Calendar             

sunday, 21 may 
sixth sunday of easter (OF year A) 

fifth sunday after easter (EF) 

monday, 22 may  
st rita of cascia (OF) 

feria in paschaltide (EF) 

tuesday, 23 may  
easter weekday (OF) 

feria in paschaltide (EF) 

 8a Mass Norman Myers+(FCS) 

10a Vera & John Protano+(FRT) 

12n EF Mass For the People of the Parish (FRT) 

 6p Mass Kathy Cook+(FCS) 

 7a Mass Mack & Hattie Miernicki+(FCS) 

12p EF Mass Jonathan Hartnett-L (FCS) 

 7p Novena 

 7a Mass Janet Tomlinson DeGrouchy+(FCS) 

12p EF Mass David Mershon-L (FRT)  

wednesday, 24 may  
easter weekday (OF) 

vigil of the ascension (EF) 

thursday, 25 may  
sts bede the venerable, gregory VII 

and mary magdalene deõ pazzi (OF) 

ascension of the lord (EF)  

friday, 26 may  
st philip neri (OF & EF) 

 

10a Mass Janet Tomlinson DeGrouchy+(FCS) 

12p EF Mass William Turpin &  

     Fr Adrian Harmening-L (FRT) 

 5p Confessions (FCS, FRT)  

 7a Mass President Donald Trump-L (FRT) 

12p EF Mass Christopher Hartnett-L (FCS)  

 7a Mass President Donald Trump-L (FRT) 

12p EF Mass William Durrell+(FRT) 

saturday, 27 may  
st augustine of canterbury (OF) 

st bede the venerable (EF) 

sunday, 28 may 
ascension of the lord (OF year A

external solemnity of the ascension (EF) 
prayer requests  

 

All those serving our country, Gena Cunning-

ham, Lee Heap, Julie Mallory, Bridgitte Gun-

nells, Parker Longbottom, Wrenn Calcutt, Jim 

Bannister, Stephen Wiltberger, Lillie Nesbitt, 

Kevin Stainton, Doris Pratt, Ron Schichtel, 

Sarah Williams, Kenneth Price, Helen Pihokker, 

Kevin McGavin, Bonita Love, Helen Schwartz, 

Joan Rohaley, Ed Smith, Jackie Andrejack, Mike 

McGrady, June Monaghan, Beverly Ryan, Lois 

Smith, Bryan Warga, Leslie Ziminsky, Gerri 

Hillis, Juliet Emanuel, Shannon Harkins, Ed 

Meister, John Warga, and Karen Bucknern.  

*We will leave names on the prayer list for 
two weeks; if you would like to keep your 
name or the name of a loved one on the list, 
please contact the Parish Office.  

 8a EF Mass Kathy Martin-L (FRT) 

3.30p Confessions (FCS, FRT) 

 5p Mass Richard Wiltberger+(FCS) 

 8a Mass McCabe Family Members (FCS) 

10a Mass Noah Sadowski-L (FRT) 

12p EF Mass Kym Turpin-L (FRT) 

 6p Mass For the People of the Parish (FCS) 


