
Epiphany 2012 

 

Dear Families of RE Children at Prince of Peace, 

 

Every ChristMass the Church gathers to celebrate the Mystery of the Coming of the 

Son of God among us as the Christ Child.  When you presented your child before 

the Baptismal Font, you stated that you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

LORD.  You also promised to raise your child in the Catholic Faith.  What a gift 

you have received, that God wanted you to cooperate in His plan of creation and 

redemption.  Your primary duty and greatest joy is to bring up your children in the 

Faith of Christ and His True Church.  Parents are always the first educators of their 

children, and the domestic Church leads into your parish church, which plays a 

supporting role to you in handing on the Catholic Faith from one generation to the 

next. 

 

Because I am your spiritual shepherd and father, I take that supporting role very 

seriously.  As a parish, we offer an excellent School as well as Religious Education 

Program for children.  As I get to know the children and their families better, I also 

learn how we can help you and your families come to Jesus. 

 

We have 559 families at POP with children aged 5-15.  300 of them (54%( are active, 

but only 66 (12%( are in RE.  Of those active parishioners, only 44, or 8%, have used 

the envelope system at least once, which is how we track Mass attendance and 

giving.  259 (46%( are inactive, and of those only 37 (7%( are in RE.  Of those, none, 

or 100% have used the envelope system at least once.   

 

This means that only 44 families, or 8%, of those who participate in RE are actually 

going to Mass (at least in a trackable way(.  We have an overwhelming number of 

families who come to RE on Wednesday night but not to Mass on Sunday.  This is 

an alarming source of concern.   

 

I would like to share with you some things that I have observed in this past year with 

you about the children who are in our RE Program. 

 

1. Mass attendance.   

A famous Irish priest used to say, (The family that stays together prays together.(  

The Second Commandment is Keep the Sabbath Day holy, and the Church 

interprets that as one of her Precepts, Assist at Mass on all Sundays and Holy Days 

of Obligation.  She also has as one of her Precepts, Contribute to the work of the 

Church.  In the United States, the only way we have to track parish registration, 

contributions and Mass attendance is through the use of the envelope system.  The 

most important information that system gives us is how our parish families are 

fulfilling the Second Commandment and the Precepts of the Church.   



 

Now, of course, we have people who attend Mass who do not use the envelope 

system, but we encourage the use of the system so we can know how our Mass 

attendance is going and also how to interact better with our parishioners.  I often ask 

the kids in the classroom and in the confessional, Do you go to Mass every Sunday?  

I am sad to report that there are children who do not even understand the question 

or why it is important, and others who say, No, nor not always.  Many families are 

opting to let sports, travel and other things get in the way of Mass attendance.  Yet, 

studies repeatedly show that, when the entire family goes to church every Sunday, 

particularly when the father is present, chances are much higher of the children 

practicing the faith later on.  It also is an indicator of lower divorce rates.  The family 

that prays together stays together. 

2. Prayer. 

There are certain prayers that every Catholic over the age of reason should known by 

heart: the Our Father, the Hail Mary, the Glory be, the Act of Contrition, and the 

prayers of the Mass.  In RE, we have expectations at each grade level of the prayers 

that should be known.  Often I find that the children do not know all of their 

prayers by heart.  In confession, they often not only do not know the Act of 

Contrition by heart, but cannot even recognize it in its printed form in the 

Confessional.   

 

I have also been sad to learn that there are many of our children who do not possess 

a Rosary, or know how to pray the Rosary with their families.  Here at Prince of 

Peace, we have a Chapel of Perpetual Adoration where the Blessed Sacrament is 

exposed 24/7 and parishioners take turns in prayer.  Sometimes we have had children 

go into the Chapel and look at the Monstrance and have no idea that it is Jesus 

Christ, present Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity.  They often are not aware of how 

to pray at Mass, the grace before and after meals, or in their private mental prayer. 

 

3. Confession. 

Confession in an integral part of our Catholic spirituality.  It is the Sacrament 

instituted by Christ for the forgiveness of sins.  We offer Confessions to our RE kids 

throughout the year.  But I often find that the children are not as well prepared as 

they could be for that encounter with Jesus( Mercy, not because of any lack of 

preparation on the part of their catechists, but because the family does not go to 

confession regularly.  Not only are many of these children unaware of the mechanics 

of going to confession, but they feel it to be an awkward or uncomfortable place, 

because they never see their parents go to confession with them.  Often I have to ask 

them, When was your last confession? and the answer is, (the last time I went with 

my RE class.(  A spiritually healthy family avails itself regularly of this amazing 

opportunity to be cleansed of sin and gifted with grace. 

 

4. Catechesis. 



We are beginning to see more and more that families are putting less emphasis on 

the religious formation of their children.  Often they will come for First Communion 

class around 2
nd

 grade and then disappear until 8
th

 grade for Confirmation.  It means 

that we often have 8
th 

grade children who have the equivalent of a 2
nd

 grade religious 

education.  Just as one cannot skip a year of math or science or reading in school 

without disastrous results, we cannot have our kids skip religious education without 

spiritually deadening results.   

 

Parents are the primary educators of their children.  Sunday Mass, daily prayer in the 

home, regular confession, celebration of the Feasts and Fasts of the Church all are 

important.  A one-and-a-half hour class of RE every week, even from grades 1-8 is 

insufficient to impart the entire faith to our young people.  

 

The Church of the Future 

The largest religious group in the United States is Catholics.  The second largest?  

Lapsed Catholics.  A disturbingly large population of Americans may have been 

baptized Catholic, but do not practice their faith anymore.  As we begin to learn 

more about why this situation has happened, we have learned a lot of things.  The 

recent scandals in the Church concerning the clergy and children have changed the 

Church for the better.  The Catholic Church has finally begun to put into place 

measures in which all of our parishes and programs may be safe environments in 

which families may flourish.  But the legacy has left behind mistrust and ill will and 

has harmed many in their faith. 

 

But we have also seen many times that families presented their children for a 

sacrament, but did not practice the faith at all.  With every subsequent sacrament 

received where the Faith was not practiced, the faith was weakened more and more.  

From the 1960s-1980s, the American Church underwent a profound crisis in 

Religious Education, where very little other than arts and crafts was communicated.  

Because of that, many of the parents of the children who are now in RE did not 

receive a rigorous formation in their Catholic Faith themselves. 

 

The Church, however, is recovering her identity.  The crisis of yesterday has been a 

learning curve, but has led a newer generation of priests and parents to want more 

for their children.  The Church of the Future is being built right now; the America of 

Tomorrow is taking shape with the families in our schools and churches.   

 

You said (Yes!( to life when you had your child.  You said (Yes!( to God, the Church 

and the Catholic Faith at your own Confirmation and when you presented your child 

for Baptism.  Your parish wants to help you give you and your children the best 

formation they can have to be disciples of the LORD Jesus, to be authentically 

Catholic, and to change hearts and minds to make a better world.  But I NEED 

YOUR HELP! 



 

How can you help? 

 

1. Register at Prince of Peace Parish and come to Mass every Sunday and Holy Day 

of Obligation with your entire family. 

2. Prayerfully consider your tithe to the Parish and use the envelope system faithfully 

every time you assist at Mass. 

3. Pray with your family every day.  Especially the Rosary and make visits to the 

Blessed Sacrament. 

4. Go to Confession with your family regularly. 

5. Prayerfully consider enrolling your children in Prince of Peace Catholic School or 

another Catholic school in the area and applying for financial aid.   

6. Register every year for Religious Education and take advantage of the Parish(s 

Adult Religious Education Programs. 

7. Sign up and volunteer with a parish ministry.  

8. Seek to regularize your marriage status if you were not married in the Church. 

9. Get a copy of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, explore our Website and 

Social Media pages and learn as much about the Faith as you can. 

10. Be joyful disciples of Christ in the world!!!! 

 

As your priest, I say none of this to belittle what you are already doing in imparting 

the Faith to your family.  I want you to be happy and holy.  My eternal salvation 

depends upon if I do everything possible to bring you to heaven.  Your eternal 

salvation depends on how much you bring your family to heaven.  We have an 

awesome responsibility, you and I, but the noblest vocation in the world. 

 

Advent is a season of new beginnings.  We start the Liturgical Year again in 

expectation of ChristMass.  Give the Infant King a gift this Christmas and come 

back to church, come back to a vibrant practice of the Faith.  Your parish and your 

priests are here to help you to do that.  Let us know how we can help you (and us( 

give Jesus not just gold, frankincense and myrrh, but our very hearts this ChristMass. 

 

With Love and Prayer, your 

 

 

Father Smith   


