
Good Friday



Feria Sexta in Parasceve 
Sixth Day of the Passover 

Liturgy of the Presanctified

1955: Feria Sexta in Passione et Morte Domini - Sixth 
Day of the Suffering and Death of the Lord                      
+ Solemnis actio liturgica postmeridiana in Passione et 
Morte Domini - Solemn Afternoon Liturgical Action of the 
Suffering and Death of the Lord 

1969: Feria Sexta in Passione Domini - Sixth Day of the 
Suffering of the Lord                                                                
+ Celebratio Passionis Domini - Celebration of the 
Passion of the Lord 



The Sorrow of Good Friday 
is . . .

sorrow for sin and for the price of 
sin which Jesus in His infinite love 
did not hesitate to pay . . . it is the 
sorrow of compunction and 
penance.  The crime of Calvary is 
ever present, for we sin daily our 
sins are the cause of our Savior’s 
death.  Good Friday lets us see how 
great is the enormity of sin, and at 
the same time how great is God’s 
loving desire to save us  . . . These 
are two aspects of the same 
mystery.  The first of these prompts 
us to sorrow and tears; the second 
fills us with joy and gratitude.”



synaxis: (GK) liturgical gathering 

Orationes sollemniores - Intercessory prayers 

Ordo Romanus X (12th c.) Pope receives Communion 
alone, Communion of faithful disappears



4 Major Parts of  
Good Friday Liturgy

Mass of the Catechumens - 
Liturgy of the Word 

General Intercessions 

Adoration of the Cross 

Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts



Colors and 
Vestments

+ Pre-1955 
black 

chasuble for priest, folded chasuble for 
deacon and subdeacon 

+ 1955 
black alb and stole 

black cope for intercessions for priest 
purple chasuble, dalmatic and tunicle for 

Communion 

+ 1969 
red 

chasuble, dalmatics





pre-1955: Cross on altar, veiled in purple: go to altar 
shortest way possible, priest genuflects to veiled cross 
and kisses altar 

1955: no Cross on altar, silent procession to altar, 
reverence altar 

Hosea 6, Exodus 12, Psalm 89 

Flectamus genua - Let us kneel: Levate - let us stand



adoratio crucis 
adoration of the cross

CCC 2096-7 

4th c. veneration of relic 
(Jerusalem) - 687-715, 731-52 
(Rome) - Ordo Romanus XXIII 
(9th c.) 

Ecce lignum crucis in quo salus 
mundi pependit: Behold the 
wood of the Cross on which 
hung the salvation of the world 

creeping to the cross



Trisagion (Thrice-Holy Hymn) &  
Improperia (Reproaches) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvTMBgwSKoM 

Palestrina 1585: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cv-rLT3cRQw
Crux fidelis: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5nIxNlhAD0  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvTMBgwSKoM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cv-rLT3cRQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5nIxNlhAD0






Liturgy of the Presanctified/ 
Communion Service

pre-1955: Vexilla Regis of Venantius Fortunatus to 
sepulchre: Offertory Rite of the Mass - skip from Orate 
fratres to Pater noster: priest consumes chalice with host, 
water and wine 

1955: NOT A MASS!  only deacon goes to repository, other 
antiphons, people pray Pater noster with priest 

1969: no formal procession 

2002: deacon and humeral veil



lex orandi, lex credendi 
prosper of aquitaine 5th c. axiom

reform of good friday essentially 
splits the paschal mystery into 
three separate events 

good friday: historical 
commemoration of the death of 
Lord: connections with holy 
thursday broken








